Haringey Council

Overview and Scrutiny Committee On 15 February 2010

Report Title: Children’s Centres: Update on the Overview and Scrutiny Review —
January 2010
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Report of: Peter Lewis, The Director of thé C?lildren and Young People’s Service

Contact Officer : Belinda J Evans
Email: Belinda.evans@nharingey.gov.uk
Tel: 0208 489 3637

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Non key decision

1. Purpose of the report

1.1. To inform Members of the actions taken in response to the recommendations of
the overview and scrutiny review of Children’s Centres in 2008

2. Introduction by Cabinet Member

2.1. We are making good progress in fulfilling the recommendations of the Scrutiny
review. | would draw members’ attention to the new link sites (Recommendation
1) which will assist us in broadening the reach of the centres. | would also
mention the success we have had with the co-location of Jobcentre Plus staff in
Children’s centres for lone parent interviews. This has been popular with lone
parents and has enabled Children’s Centre staff to understand the role of
JobCentre plus staff and vice versa.

3. State link(s) with Council Plan Priorities and actions and /or other Strategies:

The continued development of Haringey’s children’s centres is aligned to a
number of key council priorities and reflects the fact that the delivery of
children’s centre services is integral to the Council fulfilling its early years
outcome duties under the Childcare Act 2006 to ensure the provision of
integrated early childhood service (A summary of Childcare Act’s key provisions
is provided at Appendix 1).




3.1. The plans reflect the Council Plan vision set out in strategic priority 3 to
“Encourage lifetime well being”. The proposals address this priority by seeking to
ensure there is integrated, good quality early childhood service provision
available from the earliest point in a child’s life.

3.9.in addition, the Phase 3 development programme links to the Children and
Young People’s Plan 2009 - 2020 priorities set out below;

Priority 1 — to improve health and well-being throughout life

Priority 3 — to improve safeguarding and child protection

Priority 4 — develop positive human relationships and ensure personal safety

Priority 5 — develop sustainable schooling and services with high expectations of
young people

Priority 6 — engender lifelong learning for all across a broad range of subjects
both in and out of school

Priority 10 — Empower families and communities

3.3.The programme also links with the Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy -
2007-2016, in particular the cutcomes;
-Economic vitality and prosperity shared by all
-Safer for all
-Healthier people with a better quality of life.

3.4. The programme has clear links to the Council’'s Child Poverty Strategy and
Action Plan 2008-2011, namely;

Objectives 1: Addressing workless ness and increasing parental employment in
sustainable jobs

Objective 2: Improving the take-up of benefits and tax credits

Objective 3: Reducing educational attainment gaps for children in poverty

. Recommendations

4.1.That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee notes the actions taken in response
to the recommendations of the overview and scrutiny review of Children’s
Centres in 2008

. Reason for recommendation(s)
5.1.

. Other options considered
6.1.




7. Summary

7.1. There was an Overview and Scrutiny review of Children Centre’s in 2008 which
resulted in a number of recommendations. The progress made against these
recommendations can be seen in Appendix 1.

8. Chief Financial Officer Comments.

8.1.Funding for Children’s Centres is, amongst other items, routed to the Local
Authority through the Sure Start, Early Years and Childcare Grant. Indicative
allocations were announced covering the multi-year funding period 2008-11.

8.2. The future funding arrangements from 2011-12 have yet to be announced and
may in part be affected by the proposed review of the formula governing
Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) allocations — we understand that consideration is
being given to routing certain grants through a revised DSG formula.

9. Head of Legal Services Comments

9.1.The Head of Legal Services has been consulted on the content of this report and
has no specific comment to make.

10. Head of Procurement Comments — [Required for Procurement Committee]
10.1.

11. Equalities & Community Cohesion Comments

11.1. We are working with the Council’s Equalities team to carry out a detailed
Equality impact Assessment involving key partners and parents. We will use the
outcome of the Equality Impact Assessment to inform future service planning
and delivery

12. Consultation

121

13 Use of appendices /Tables and photographs

13.1 Appendix 1 indicates the progress made against the recommendations laid
out in the Overview and Scrutiny Review.
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